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the ?xers eddie mannix howard strickling and the often overlooked yet utterly
fascinating ?gures in classic Hollywood history. These men operated behind the scenes,
wielding considerable in?uence to protect the reputations of studios and their stars. Their
work was shrouded in secrecy, their names rarely known by the general public, but

without their intervention, many of Hollywood?s golden age scandals might have exploded
into public disasters. Understanding who Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling were, and
what ?the ?xers? did, o?ers a unique glimpse into the complexities of the ?Im industry?s
golden era.

Who Were the Fixers: Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling?

When people talk about ?the ?xers? in Hollywood, Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling are
two of the most prominent names that come up. These men worked primarily for Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM), one of the most powerful studios during the 1920s through the
1950s.

Eddie Mannix: The Studio?s Enforcer and Problem Solver
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Eddie Mannix was a studio executive known for his tough approach to managing crises.

His job as a ??xer? involved handling everything from scandalous personal matters of

stars to legal issues that could tarnish MGM?s reputation. Mannix?s role was more than just
damage control; he was a master strategist who ensured that the studio?s image

remained untarnished in the public eye.

Many stories describe Mannix as a man who could ?make problems disappear.? Whether it
was covering up a?airs, suppressing rumors, or intervening in messy divorces, Mannix

was the man studios turned to when the stakes were high. He was also rumored to have
connections with law enforcement and private investigators, which helped him manage
situations discreetly.

Howard Strickling: The Studio?s Public Relations Maestro

While Mannix focused on the more hands-on aspects of ?xing problems, Howard
Strickling's expertise lay in controlling the narrative through public relations. As MGM?s
head of publicity, Strickling was responsible for crafting the studio?s public image and
managing press releases, interviews, and media relations.

Strickling?s work often involved spinning stories to make stars look more appealing or
diverting attention away from potential scandals. He was adept at managing the press
corps, ensuring that damaging information was kept out of headlines or softened to

protect the studio?s interests.

The Role of Fixers in Hollywood?s Golden Age
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The ?xers like Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling operated in an era when the studio
system was king. Studios had vast control over their stars? careers and personal lives, and
maintaining a pristine public image was critical for box o?ce success. The presence of
?xers was a direct response to the high stakes of celebrity culture and media scrutiny.
Controlling Scandals and Protecting Stars

Hollywood was no stranger to scandals involving a?airs, substance abuse, or legal
troubles. Fixers were tasked with containing these issues before they could reach the
public. This often involved discreetly paying 0? journalists, orchestrating cover-ups, or
even intervening in police investigations.

For example, if a star was involved in a scandalous incident, Mannix might arrange for
hush money, while Strickling would work to keep the story buried or present it in a more
favorable light. This dual approach ensured that both the practical and public relations
sides of a crisis were managed e?ectively.

In?uencing Public Perception

The ?xers didn?t just react to crises; they actively shaped how the public perceived
Hollywood and its stars. Through carefully crafted publicity campaigns, they built
mystique and glamour around actors, presenting them as ?awless icons.

This process included creating ?0?cial? biographies, managing fan magazines, and
sometimes even scripting public appearances. The goal was to maintain a consistent and
appealing image that would resonate with audiences and boost ticket sales.

The Fixers? Methods: How Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling
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Operated

Understanding the behind-the-scenes tactics used by these ?xers reveals the complexity
of their roles. Their work required a mix of negotiation, discretion, and sometimes morally
ambiguous decisions.

Discretion and Secrecy

One of the most important tools for ?xers was keeping information under wraps. Mannix
and Strickling cultivated networks of trusted contacts, including journalists, law
enforcement o?cials, and studio insiders, who were willing to cooperate in keeping
scandals out of the press.

This often meant negotiating with reporters, arranging alternative stories, or quietly
handling legal threats. Their ability to maintain secrecy was crucial to their success.
Legal and Financial Maneuvers

Fixers used legal strategies to mitigate damage. This included negotiating settlements,
managing contracts that included morality clauses, and sometimes securing non-
disclosure agreements. Financial incentives were also common, whether as hush money
or to cover expenses related to scandal containment.

Such measures ensured that potential threats to the studio?s reputation were neutralized
before they escalated.

Media Management and Spin

Equally important was controlling the narrative. Strickling?s expertise lay in media
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management?crafting press releases, orchestrating interviews, and managing public
appearances to distract or redirect public attention.

Spin was an art form for ?xers. Turning a negative story into a positive one, or burying it
altogether, required skillful manipulation of media channels and public sentiment.

The Legacy of Eddie Mannix, Howard Strickling, and Hollywood
Fixers

Though the era of the classic studio system has passed, the legacy of ?xers like Eddie
Mannix and Howard Strickling lives on in the modern entertainment industry. Today?s
publicists, crisis managers, and image consultants owe a debt to the pioneering work
these men did.

The Fixer Archetype in Popular Culture

Hollywood has long been fascinated with the idea of the ?xer, and Mannix?s and
Strickling?s real-life stories have inspired countless ?Ims, books, and TV shows. They
embody the archetype of the shadowy ?gure who quietly maintains order amidst chaos.
For instance, movies like ?Mank? (2020) have brought Eddie Mannix?s character to
mainstream attention, highlighting his complex role in shaping Hollywood?s history.
Modern-Day Fixers and Crisis Management

In today?s world, the concept of a ?xer has evolved but remains essential. With social
media and 24/7 news cycles, managing celebrity reputations is more challenging than
ever. Modern ?xers use digital tools, legal expertise, and PR strategies reminiscent of

Mannix?s and Strickling?s work, albeit in a more transparent environment.
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Understanding how these early ?xers operated helps shed light on current practices in
celebrity management and crisis control.

Insights Into Hollywood?s Hidden Power Structures

The stories of Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling also reveal much about the power
dynamics within Hollywood. Their ability to in?uence media, law enforcement, and even
personal lives underscores the immense control studios exerted during the golden age.
The Ethical Complexities of Fixing

While their work helped preserve careers and studios? images, it also raises ethical
guestions. The suppression of truth, manipulation of narratives, and enabling of
problematic behavior were part of the ?xer?s toolkit. These moral ambiguities continue to
spark discussion about accountability and transparency in the entertainment industry.
Lessons for Today?s Media Landscape

For anyone interested in media, public relations, or celebrity culture, the history of ?xers
like Mannix and Strickling o?ers valuable lessons. It shows the importance of narrative
control, the power of discretion, and the ongoing tension between public interest and
private lives.

Studying their methods can help industry professionals navigate the complex relationship
between publicity and privacy in an era dominated by instant information.

Exploring the lives and work of the ?xers Eddie Mannix, Howard Strickling, and their

contemporaries opens a window into a hidden world that shaped Hollywood?s golden era.
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Their blend of secrecy, strategy, and in?uence ensured that the stars shone bright, even
when shadows loomed behind the scenes. As Hollywood continues to evolve, the legacy of
these silent guardians remains a testament to the intricate dance between image, truth,
and power in the world of entertainment.

Question

Answer

Who are Eddie Mannix and

Howard Strickling in the

context of Hollywood's

'Fixers'?

Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling were high-ranking

executives at MGM Studios known as "?xers’ who

managed scandals and controlled the public image of the

studio's stars during Hollywood's Golden Age.

What role did Eddie Mannix

play as a Hollywood "?xer'?

Eddie Mannix acted as a studio executive and "?xer' who

discreetly handled legal issues, scandals, and personal

problems of MGM's actors to protect the studio's

reputation.

How did Howard Strickling
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contribute to MGM's image

as a '?xer'?

Howard Strickling was MGM's head of publicity and

worked alongside Eddie Mannix in managing press

coverage, suppressing negative stories, and crafting

positive narratives about the studio's stars.

Why are Eddie Mannix and

Howard Strickling signi?cant

in Hollywood history?

They symbolize the hidden mechanisms behind the

glamour of classic Hollywood, showing how studios

controlled star images and suppressed scandals to

maintain their dominant position in the ?Im industry.

What is the relationship

between Eddie Mannix,

Howard Strickling, and the

term 'The Fixers'?

'The Fixers' refers to the duo of Eddie Mannix and

Howard Strickling, who together managed crises and

protected MGM's interests by handling 0?-screen issues

Vol. 2025, Issue 6
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and ensuring the studio's stars remained untarnished in

the public eye.

The Fixers Eddie Mannix, Howard Strickling, and the Untold In?uence Behind Hollywood?s
Golden Age

the ?xers eddie mannix howard strickling and the intricate web of power they
wove

behind the glamour of classic Hollywood remain subjects of fascination for ?Im historians,
industry insiders, and cultural commentators alike. These men, often referred to simply as
?the ?xers,? operated in the shadows of the major studios during the mid-20th century,
managing scandals, controlling narratives, and maintaining the polished image of
Hollywood?s biggest stars and studios. Their roles were pivotal in shaping not only public
perception but also the business and cultural dynamics of the entertainment world.
Understanding the ?xers Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling requires delving into the
secretive mechanisms of studio-era Hollywood, where reputation was currency, and
discretion was paramount. This investigation explores their backgrounds, functions, and
lasting impact on the ?Im industry, revealing how their in?uence extended far beyond
mere damage control.

The Role of The Fixers in Classic Hollywood

During Hollywood?s Golden Age, the ?Im studios wielded enormous power, controlling
everything from production to distribution and, crucially, publicity. The ?xers were the

men tasked with safeguarding the studios? interests, often operating as gatekeepers and
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crisis managers. They handled everything from suppressing scandalous rumors, managing
personal problems of stars, to negotiating with law enforcement or the press.

Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling stood out as legendary ?gures in this clandestine
profession, particularly at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM), one of the era?s most in?uential
studios. Their job was not simply PR; it was about preserving the studio?s brand integrity
in an age before social media and instant news, where a single scandal could derail a
star?s career or a studio?s reputation.

Eddie Mannix: The Studio?s Enforcer and Mastermind

Eddie Mannix, often described as the quintessential ?xer, worked for MGM from the 1920s
until his death in 1963. His moniker as ?the enforcer? arose from his willingness to use
both charm and intimidation to keep Hollywood?s darker undercurrents out of the public
eye. Mannix?s in?uence spanned many facets:

Personal Crisis Management: Mannix intervened in the personal lives of stars,

arranging discreet settlements, hush money, and sometimes even in?uencing ?Im
roles to protect reputations.

Legal and Police Liaison: He maintained relationships with law enforcement
and

politicians, ensuring that potentially damaging incidents were quietly resolved.

Studio Politics: Beyond crisis management, Mannix was a key player in MGM?s
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internal operations, often mediating between powerful studio executives and

creative talent.

What distinguishes Mannix from other ?xers was his sheer reach and e?ectiveness.
Accounts suggest he was involved in covering up everything from extramarital a?airs to
violence and even allegations of more serious crimes, all to maintain the studio?s pristine
image.

Howard Strickling: The Publicity Chief and Silent Guardian

Howard Strickling, MGM?s head of publicity, worked closely with Mannix but specialized in
managing the studio?s public narrative. His role was subtler but equally crucial in crafting
the images of stars and ?Ims presented to the public.

Strickling?s expertise included:

Controlling Media Relations: He cultivated relationships with reporters and

editors, steering publicity in favor of MGM?s interests and suppressing unfavorable
stories.

Image Construction: By orchestrating press releases, staged events, and
strategic

2.
interviews, Strickling shaped the personas of stars like Greta Garbo, Clark Gable,

and Judy Garland.
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Crisis Communication: In collaboration with Mannix, he managed the studio?s
3.

response to scandals, ensuring minimal public fallout.

Strickling?s work illustrates how public relations in classic Hollywood was an art form,
requiring a delicate balance between secrecy and storytelling to maintain both intrigue

and control.

Comparing The Fixers: Eddie Mannix vs. Howard Strickling

While both men operated within the same ecosystem, their approaches and
responsibilities varied considerably. Mannix?s role was more hands-on and often coercive,
dealing with behind-the-scenes realities. Strickling, conversely, was the face of MGM?s
narrative, carefully crafting the studio?s outward image.

| Aspect | Eddie Mannix | Howard Strickling |

| Primary Role | Crisis management, enforcement | Publicity and media relations |

| Methods | Intimidation, negotiation, concealment | Image crafting, press control |

| Interaction with Stars | Direct intervention in personal a?airs | Managing star publicity |

| Relationship with Media | Maintained backchannel contacts | Public-facing media liaison |

This complementary dynamic allowed MGM to maintain a near-iron grip on its stars?
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images and the studio?s reputation. Their combined e?orts made MGM synonymous with
glamour and stability during a period rife with potential pitfalls.

The Fixers? Impact on Hollywood?s Image and Legacy

The in?uence of Mannix and Strickling extended beyond crisis aversion. By controlling
narratives and protecting stars, they contributed to the creation of Hollywood myths that
persist today. The polished images of movie icons were as much a product of the ?xers?
e?orts as the actors? performances.

However, this control came with ethical questions. The suppression of scandals often
meant silencing victims and obscuring harsh realities, from abusive relationships to
discriminatory practices. The ?xers operated in a moral gray area, prioritizing business
interests over transparency.

The Fixers in Popular Culture and Historical Interpretation

The mystique surrounding Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling has inspired numerous
portrayals in ?Ims, books, and documentaries. Notably, the Coen Brothers? ?Im *Hail,
Caesar!* ?ctionalizes a character based on Mannix, highlighting the enigmatic role of
?xers in Hollywood?s ecosystem.

Scholars and critics have debated the ?xers? legacy, balancing appreciation for their
behind-the-scenes craftsmanship against criticism of their complicity in perpetuating
Hollywood?s systemic issues. This duality makes them compelling ?gures for ongoing

analysis.
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Lessons From The Fixers? Era for Modern Hollywood

In today?s era of instant information and social media, the traditional ?xer role has
evolved but remains relevant. Modern studios and celebrities still engage in reputation
management, though transparency demands and public scrutiny have increased
signi?cantly.

Studying the ?xers Eddie Mannix, Howard Strickling, and their contemporaries reveals the
complexities of controlling public perception in a high-stakes industry. Their legacy
underscores the tension between image and reality, a dynamic that continues to shape
entertainment industries worldwide.

The ?xers Eddie Mannix, Howard Strickling and the mechanisms they employed remain
emblematic of a bygone Hollywood era?a time when shadows protected stars and studios
alike, crafting a dream that captivated millions while concealing inconvenient truths
beneath its glossy surface.

Eddie Mannix, Howard Strickling, Hollywood ?xers, studio system, celebrity scandals,

MGM, ?Im industry, reputation management, classic Hollywood, movie studio executives



